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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 1 (II. 4) recites "receiving information on a 
communication device". It is not clear if it is meant to be "receiving information about a 
communication device" or "information at a communication device". The Office 
interprets it as Information at a communication device 11 . Further it (II. 6) recites 
"receiving a notification from the communication device at a server". It is not clear if it is 
meant to be "receiving a notification from the communication device located at a server" 
or "receiving a notification at a server from the communication device". The Office 
interprets it as "receiving a notification at a server from the communication device". 

3. Claims 6, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 6 (II. 2) recites "receiving a user selection on 
the communication device of calling parties". It is not clear if it is meant to be "receiving 
a user selection on the communication device of (belonging to) calling parties" or 
"receiving a user selection of calling parties and receiving it at the communication 
device". The Office interprets it as "receiving a user selection of calling parties and 
receiving it at the communication device". The same applies to claim 7 (II. 1-2). 
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4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 8 (II. 2) recites "receiving a user selection on the 
communication device of a preferred device". It is not clear if it is meant to be "receiving 
a user selection on the communication device of (belonging to) a preferred device" or 
"receiving a user selection of a preferred device and receiving it at the communication 
device". The Office interprets it as "receiving a user selection of a preferred device and 
receiving it at the communication device". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5, 10, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Aravamudan (US Patent No. 6,301,609 B1). 

Regarding claim 1, Aravamudan teaches a method for providing a notification to 
a preferred communication device of a user, the user having a plurality of 
communication devices each having a communication channel, the method comprising: 
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receiving information on a communication device, the information indicating 
incoming data for the communication device (col. 9, II. 13-15; col. 11, II. 38-39, 
notification of received data); 

receiving a notification from the communication device at a server (col. 9, II. 19- 
22; col. 1 1, II. 40-42, user selection given to server to forward data); and 

transmitting the notification to the user's preferred device (forwarding data to 
packet or PSTN service connected device). 

Regarding claim 2, Aravamudan teaches a method, wherein transmitting the 
notification to the user's preferred device comprises storing the notification in a 
database if the preferred device cannot receive the notification (col. 11, II. 42-44, the 
user being busy on a preferred device may elect to forward the data to voice messaging 
system). 

Regarding claim 3, Aravamudan teaches a method, comprising: selecting the 
preferred device from the plurality of devices (Fig. 1, items 142, 144, 146, 148, 150). 

Regarding claim 5, Aravamudan teaches a method, comprising: 

receiving a user selection on the communication device of a device for which 
notifications are to be transmitted to the preferred device (col. 11,11. 35-45, user at the 
communication device redirecting communication for the same (a) device to some 
another preferred device connected to packet or PSTN service). 

Regarding claim 10, Aravamudan teaches of an apparatus for providing a 
notification to a preferred communication device of a user, the user having a plurality of 
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communication devices each having a communication channel, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a communication device for receiving information indicating incoming data to one 
of a plurality of devices of the user (Fig. 1, items 142, 144, 146, 148, 150), the data 
being in the form of one of a plurality of data types (voicemail. Email etc.); and 

a server (Fig. 1, item 160) for receiving a notification from the communication 
device and for transmitting the notification to the user's preferred device, the notification 
including an identification of the type of the incoming data. 

Regarding claim 14, Aravamudan teaches of an apparatus for providing a 
notification to a preferred communication device of a user, the user having a plurality of 
communication devices each having a communication channel, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a communication device for receiving or generating data, the information being in 
the form of one of a plurality of data types (message from sending buddy's device); and 

a server for receiving the data from the communication device (CSP with 
integrated Instant Messenger receiving data from sending buddy's device) and for 
transmitting the data to the user's preferred device (transmitting data to a preferred 
device as selected by the receiving buddy). 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wolff (US 
Patent No. 5,327,486). 
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Regarding claim 13, Wolff teaches of a method for providing a notification to a 
preferred communication device of a user, the user having a plurality of communication 
devices each having a communication channel, the method comprising: 

receiving information on a communication device from a calling party calling one 
of the plurality of devices (col. 2, II. 30-32; col. 6, II. 11-16); 

generating a notification corresponding to the received information (Fig. 3, step 
44; col. 6, II. 15, route call to me) and 

transmitting the notification from the communication device to the preferred 
device to display a real-time notification (col. 5, II. 29-37, the name and number of caller 
will be given in real-time with the call). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

10. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Aravamudan as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lee (US Patent No. 
6,161,008). 

Regarding claim 4, Aravamudan does not teach of receiving a user selection of 
a time period during which notifications are to be transmitted to the preferred device. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Lee teaches of user providing a 
selection of a time period during which notifications are provided to the preferred 
devices (col. 14, II. 9-39). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Aravamudan to allow user to specify time period and 
corresponding device where he/she can be reached as taught by Lee so that the user 
does not miss expected important communication. 

1 1 . Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Aravamudan as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Brennan (US Patent No. 

5,329,578). 

Regarding claim 6, Aravamudan does not teach of receiving a user selection of 
calling parties from which notifications are to be transmitted to the preferred device. 
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However, in the same field of endeavor, Brennan teaches of user providing a 
selection of a list of callers whose calls (notifications) are transmitted to the preferred 
device according to the priority assigned to them (col. 5, Table 1.0, priorities for callers; 
col. 6, Table 2.0, priorities resulting in being directed to preferred devices). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Aravamudan to allow user to caller specific selection of 
destination devices as taught by Brennan so that important callers like Mom and family 
can always reach the user at any preferred device. 

Regarding claim 7, Aravamudan teaches of email and voicemail notifications 
that have date and time stamps as is well known in the art. 

Regarding claim 8, Aravamudan teaches of receiving a user selection of 
preferred device (device with instant messenger software) for receiving notifications 
based on calling party (buddy in the buddy list) (col. 6, II. 18-27). 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Miner (US Patent No. 5,652,789) Network Based Knowledgeable Assistant 
Schwartz (US Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0147811 A1) Method And 

System For Facilitating Mediated Communication 

Sladek (US Patent No. 6,718,178 B1) Automatic In-Line Messaging System 
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Hackbarth (US Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0147777 A1) Apparatus 
And Method For Use In Portal Service For A Team Utilizing Collaboration Services 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hemant Patel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8620. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hemant Patel 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 






